XIX
THE FIRST
AMERICAN FLYING CLIPPER
AS a result of the success of the 8-38 the oppor-
tunity came to me to resume the construction of
large planes of which I dreamed as a boy. Failure and
discouragement had given way to accomplishment so
rapidly that I did not have time to think much of our
good fortune. When one begins to succeed he has all
he can do to keep up with his work and dreaming is
tempered by action* But, nevertheless, it was with a
feeling that something new was to take place in avia-
tion that I learned Pan-American Airways had asked
for the construction of a much larger air transport
than was then in existence. They had made a
courageous and far-seeing decision. The traffic was
growing and they believed that larger and more
luxurious aircraft were needed rather than an in-
creased number of small planes. This was considered
a better engineering solution of the problem, as well
as a better way to satisfy the passengers.
Our organization was finally chosen by the Pan-
American Airways to produce this flying ship of novel
characteristics. It was the important and progressive
engineering work on this project which gave me an
opportunity of meeting and later co-operating with
Colonel Charles A* Lindbei^h, During several con-
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